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Stages of formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan

The article is devoted to the analysis of the process of forming social harmony during the period of independ-
ent Kazakhstan. The authors focus on the historical experience of this process, emphasizing the main stages
of the country's socio-cultural development and social changes. The article examines and reviews the works
of foreign and domestic scientists. By analyzing the literature on social consent, the article identifies the most
important problems of modern Kazakhstani society and presents mechanisms for further consolidation and
development of social consent. In conclusion, the authors assert that effective management of modern society
requires consideration of the historical context of social harmony and current demands.
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Introduction

In its history, Kazakhstan has undergone a challenging path of development to become an independent
country. Throughout the transformation processes, significant events occurred that had a profound impact on
the social and political development of the nation. The complex social and political transformations linked to
the attainment of independence in 1991 have been etched into the country's history as a crucial phenomenon.
One of the most important aspects of this period was the process of forming social harmony, as this phenom-
enon plays a pivotal role in the sustainable development of the nation.

The examination of the dynamics involved in the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan during the
period of independence is a multifaceted phenomenon requiring consideration from historical, social, and
political perspectives. Through the analysis of the rich historical heritage associated with this period, namely
through research, we can comprehend the changes that have impacted societal stability, understand the cir-
cumstances, and mitigate potential negative events.

The concept of social harmony is considered a multifaceted phenomenon and depends on various fac-
tors, including political stability, ethnic diversity, economic development, and socio-cultural transformation.
From this perspective, this article aims to conduct a historical analysis of the formation of social harmony in
Kazakhstan. It covers events that have contributed to the establishment of social harmony, focusing on key
occurrences during the country's years of independence.

To conduct this analysis, a critical review of current theories, methodologies, and data from recent years
in Kazakhstan and foreign studies was undertaken. The study of the problem of general social harmony re-
quires interdisciplinary connections. It is considered a phenomenon that necessitates consideration not only
from a historical perspective but also from political, social, and cultural studies viewpoints. Such an interdis-
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ciplinary approach not only enables a profound understanding of the history of the formation of social har-
mony in Kazakhstan but also identifies factors that either facilitate or hinder the continuation of this process
in modern times.

Thus, our research on this topic will serve as a basis for comprehending the dynamics of social harmony
in Kazakhstan during the period of independence and for developing various effective strategies aimed at
strengthening social peace in the future.

Research methods

The study of the formation of social harmony in the period of independent Kazakhstan is based on an
interdisciplinary research method and requires an analysis based on historical analysis, social and political
approaches. This research method provides an integrated approach to the main aspects of social harmony and
allows you to take into account historical, socio-cultural and political changes.

The main research method was historical analysis. Here we systematically considered and conducted a
critical analysis of the events and processes associated with the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan.
To begin with, we will conduct a separate analysis of the most important moments and periods in the history
of the country since the independence of our country in 1991. Here we consider the political, economic and
socio-cultural factors that contributed to the formation of public consciousness and collective identity.

Using the method of sociological analysis, we give an overview of public opinion in Kazakhstan at var-
ious stages during the years of independence. Surveys of public opinion, data on social changes make it pos-
sible to identify trends in the formation of social harmony. It will be important to analyze the changes in rela-
tions between different ethnic groups.

Consideration of important political events and decisions that contributed to the formation of social
harmony allows us to understand the problem in depth. The roles of state institutions, political leaders and
parties in maintaining or, conversely, breaking social peace should be considered in the future. After all, the
consideration of this issue allows us to study both political strategies aimed at uniting society and measures
aimed at resolving disagreements in society.

In order for the study to be complete, it is advisable to use for comparative analysis the measures that
contributed to the formation of social harmony and the experience of other countries that have undergone
similar transformations. Here it is necessary to pay attention to studies that mainly relate to countries that
were colonies and multiethnic, similar to the history of our country.

In order to understand the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan and to identify the factors that
most influenced this process, it is necessary to use such a mixed research method.

Results

We will consider the issue because of a historical analysis based on studies of the main stages of the
formation of social harmony in independent Kazakhstan. In the early 1990s, after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the country faced some public difficulties. The course of solving these difficulties prompted us to
look for the basis of our national identity. It can be seen that the country is multinational and, given the geo-
political conditions, this phenomenon has been complex. During the period of consolidation of state power, it
was focused on it as the basis for the sustainable development of social harmony.

Studies based on social analysis show that public opinion was not one-sided during the formation of so-
cial harmony. During the period of economic and social reforms of the 1990s, the situation of the population
in the country worsened. However, in subsequent years, the development of the economy and the increase in
living standards gradually formed social stability, and the number of supporters of state initiatives increased.

The analysis of political processes revealed that the State played a key role in the formation of social
harmony in Kazakhstan. Strategies aimed at internal stability, such as national programs, anti-crisis
measures, and social support policies, have increased public confidence in the authorities and contributed to
the development of social stability.

The main goal in the use of foreign literature in the study was to learn from foreign experience, that is,
to compare. It turned out that in a society that experienced colonialism and was multiethnic; the tendency for
the formation of social harmony was shown to be mutually similar. Successful strategies are aimed at pre-
serving national identity, promoting social justice and effective management of diverse ethnic groups.

Global changes today cannot but affect the formation and stability of social harmony in our country.
Globalization, information technologies, and new changes in the world will definitely contribute to socio-

8 BecTHuk KaparaHguHckoro yHnsepcuteTta



Stages of formation of social...

cultural processes in Kazakhstan. However, this trend provides new opportunities for maintaining stability in
the country and sustainable development of society.

One of the necessary conditions for the sustainable development of any state is the stabilization of mu-
tual consent of groups in society. In Kazakhstan, this situation has its own specifics. The reason lies in histor-
ical, political, socio-economic and cultural factors.

The formation of social harmony in independent Kazakhstan can be divided into several stages.

The first stage includes the first years of independence, that is, the period from 1991 to 1995. A feature
of this time is the time when Kazakhstan gained independence and began to form as a rule of law. We call it
legal because the main legislative acts that provide legal support for social harmony have been adopted.
These are the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On politi-
cal parties”, the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On the procedure for organizing and holding peaceful
assemblies in the Republic of Kazakhstan”, the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On mass media” and
other documents regulating public consent.

The development of civil society and the strengthening of interethnic harmony, which took place from
1996 to 2005, characterize the second stage. In these years, because of the laws adopted in the country as a
rule of law, all conditions for the development of political parties and public associations were created. As a
multinational state, this process has contributed to the development of social harmony.

The third stage in the history of the formation of a public agreement can be attributed to the period from
2006 to the present day. This is the period of implementation of large-scale reforms. Any of the reforms were
aimed at improving the standard of living of the population, ensuring social justice, and developing inter-
ethnic harmony.

Given the development of social harmony in neighboring post-Soviet countries and the events of inter-
ethnic conflicts, stability in this aspect in our country is a process worth studying. The main force that con-
tributed to the formation of social harmony in the country can be called the historically formed factor. A sta-
ble political system also contributed to the historically established tradition of interethnic and Interfaith
Harmony. The creation of the Assembly of peoples of Kazakhstan contributed to the stable peaceful devel-
opment of the interethnic situation in the country. Through this Assembly, the policy of social justice is
maintained in socio-economic terms, ethnic groups in Kazakhstan are on an equal footing with the Kazakh
people.

Taking into account the listed points, it is necessary to emphasize the important role of the state, which
was the basis for all these things. It should be noted that the policy and position of the State play a huge role
in the sustainable development of social harmony.

Discussion

A public agreement is defined as a real or hypothetical agreement or agreement that defines mutual
rights and obligations between the rulers and those under their control. The theory of this concept includes
the greatest theorists of social harmony E. Gellner, Y. Habermas, J. Rawls devoted a lot of work. In their
works, these scientists [1-3] analyze various definitions of social harmony and raise the question of its exist-
ence and role in society. E. Gellner explains social cohesion by defining that “A large part of society belongs
to common values and goals, and they agree with the social institutions and order established in society” [1;
83]. In his concept, he believes that social harmony is a necessary condition for the sustainable development
of society, since it provides social stability. Continuing this game, E. Gellner in the mentioned work high-
lights two main types of social harmony.

The first, consensual agreement is based on a common agreement on core values and the goals of socie-
ty. This type of agreement is considered the most stable type, as it relies on a solid foundation of common
values.

The second, conformist agreement formally agrees with the order established in a society that is often
not accepted as true. It belongs to the unstable type of agreement. This is because it can quickly break down
when acute social conflicts arise [1; 63].

Habermas explains in his work social cohesion as “A form of social integration in which participants
freely discuss and agree on their interests and goals” [2; 23]. According to him, social harmony is the main
condition for the establishment of justice in society. The reason is that they consider it possible to participate
in all its participants in a decision that affects their own interests. Unlike E. Gellner, Y. Habermas divides the
social agreement into two types: in the 1st Democratic agreement, its members can participate in the discus-
sion and all decisions taken. This is considered a typical type. In non-democratic type 2, participants cannot
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participate equally in decision-making. This type is an unfair type because one group suppresses another [2;
45].

J. Rawls, however, in his work [3] defines social harmony as “The state of a society made up of people
who come to terms with those institutions, believing that the institutions and orders in society share the good
fairly equally”. In the indicated work, J. As Rawls considers justice as well as consent, he points out both of
the main principles of Justice:

The principle of primary opportunity Justice says that every person, regardless of his or her social
origin, has an equal chance of success in life.

The principle of equitable distribution of goods says that all goods must be divided equally in order for
each person to satisfy their needs [3; 56].

The three scientists mentioned above have common characteristics in their theories regarding social
harmony. These theories consider social harmony as a necessary condition for the sustainable development
of society. However, the theories of the three scientists who gave the example are not without exceptions.
E. Gellner and Y. Habermas said that the full participation of all members of society is of great importance
for the formation of social harmony, and J. Rawls says that without the participation of social consent, the
institutions could distribute the good fairly.

Among domestic scientists, K.K. Abildaev in his work “Formation of public consent in Kazakhstan:
historical experience and modern problems” notes that the historically established tradition of interethnic and
Interfaith Harmony is the most important basis of social harmony in Kazakhstan [4; 28]. In this work, he
widely analyzed the historical context of the formation of social harmony. In his research, he touches on both
the period of social changes that contributed to the process of forming consent, and the specifics of the na-
tional identity of the people.

Baimenov N.B. in her work “Public consent: concept, essence, ways of formation” notes that the for-
mation of social harmony in Kazakhstan took place as a historical process formed under the influence of var-
ious factors [5; 73]. However, in the age of globalization, it is also necessary to solve some of the problems
that guarantee the stability of the agreement. Shows the most important tools for understanding the essence
of the phenomenon of social harmony. The same tools can be used to analyze trends today.

According to Kusainova M.K., the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan was a natural phenome-
non based on historical, political, socio-economic and cultural factors [6]. Analyzing in depth the stages of
the formation and development of social harmony in Kazakhstan, the author presents in this work the dynam-
ics of changes in this phenomenon.

You can also consider the article by D. Kacheev and S. Samarkin, “Kazakhstan's Model of Public Har-
mony and National Unity in a Changing World”. The article highlights the main stages of forming the model
of social harmony and national unity in the Republic of Kazakhstan. The authors noted that the foundations
of this model were laid long before the declaration of independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 1991.
In the 20th century, despite tragic historical events, Kazakhstan became a multi-ethnic society with unique
cultural practices. An important stage was the renaming of the Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan to the
Assembly of the People of Kazakhstan in 2007, as well as the consolidation of citizens around the values of
Kazakh culture and the Kazakh language, while preserving the unique national-cultural and linguistic specif-
ics [7].

During the preparation of the article, the authors studied the main regulatory documents regulating na-
tional relations, interethnic interaction, and the religious sphere. These documents play a crucial role in regu-
lating national relations and interethnic interaction, as they define the legal and political foundations for
maintaining harmony and unity in a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional society. Such regulatory documents
may include laws on national relations, rights and guarantees for representatives of various ethnic and reli-
gious groups, as well as mechanisms for conflict resolution and the maintenance of peaceful coexistence.

One can also give an example of an article by Yakusheva Yu.V. “Ethnopolitics and interethnic relations
in the Republic of Kazakhstan in the initial period of state independence” [8], which examines the main stag-
es of the formation of national legislation in the field of ethnic integration and confessional relations in the
Republic of Kazakhstan. The author also analyzes the political and legal regulation of the interethnic sphere
of the republic in the first years of independence, identifies the main features of the formation and develop-
ment of the Kazakh model of interethnic interaction.

We agree with the author of this article, who, as a result of the analysis, identified the following main
features of the formation and development of the Kazakh model of interethnic interaction in the initial period
of state independence:
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1. Creation of a consultative and advisory body under the President of the country — the Assembly of
Peoples of Kazakhstan (APK) in 1995, which was designed to deal with issues of ensuring interethnic har-
mony in the republic.

2. Introduction of new institutional foundations for regulating the processes of interethnic integration
and interreligious relations.

3. Consolidation in the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan of the key elements of the unifica-
tion of all ethnic groups living in the country into a single and cohesive community.

4. Recognition as unconstitutional of any actions capable of violating interethnic harmony, and a ban on
the creation of parties based on racial, ethnic and religious affiliation.

These features reflect the desire to form a model of interethnic interaction based on the principles of
interethnic harmony, integration and respect for cultural diversity in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In the initial period of state independence, the Republic of Kazakhstan also used state-legal instruments
to maintain ethnic integration and confessional relations:

- Creation of a consultative and advisory body under the President of the country — the Assembly of
Peoples of Kazakhstan (APK), which was called upon to deal with issues of ensuring interethnic harmony in
the republic.

- The introduction of new institutional foundations for regulating the processes of interethnic integration
and interreligious relations.

- Consolidation in the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan of the key elements of uniting all eth-
nic groups living in the country into a single and cohesive community.

- Recognition as unconstitutional of any actions capable of violating interethnic harmony, and a ban on
the creation of parties based on racial, ethnic and religious affiliation.

- Priority was given to the formation of a legal framework aimed at ensuring the rights and freedoms of
all citizens, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation.

These tools were aimed at creating an effective mechanism for maintaining interethnic and interfaith
harmony in a young sovereign state and forming a legislative framework to ensure interethnic harmony and
integration in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Conclusion

As we can see, the formation of social harmony in independent Kazakhstan was a complex and multi-
faceted process. There are significant positive changes, such as the development of social harmony, but there
are problems that are waiting to be solved. For the further sustainable development of public consent in Ka-
zakhstan, the following measures should be implemented:

- continue the implementation of reforms to improve the welfare of the population and ensure social
justice;

- maintain the traditions of interethnic and Interfaith Harmony;

- strengthening the role of political parties and public associations in the process of forming social har-
mony;

- creating conditions for the development of independent mass media.

A timely approach to these issues will contribute to the further development of social harmony in Ka-
zakhstan and stability and prosperity of our country.

The formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan is a complex and multifaceted process that has gone
through several stages. At the first stage, in 1991-1995, the main task was to create new State institutions
and ensure stability in the country. At the second stage, in 1996-2005, the emphasis was placed on the de-
velopment of the economy and the social sphere. The third stage, in 2006-2022, saw the strengthening of
civil society and the expansion of public participation in the political life of the country.

At each stage of the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan, there were achievements and challeng-
es. However, in general, it can be stated that Kazakhstan has made significant progress in this direction. The
country has a multinational and multi-religious community of people who share common values and goals.

The main factors that contributed to the formation of social harmony in Kazakhstan include the follow-
ing:

- A peaceful and bloodless transition to independence;

- The commitment of the country's leadership to the principles of democracy and the rule of law;

- Economic and social development;

- Strengthening civil society.
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In the future, in order to further strengthen social harmony in Kazakhstan, it is necessary to continue
working in the following areas:

- Development of a dialogue between the government and society;

- Implementation of programs on intercultural and interfaith dialogue;

- Promotion of the values of tolerance.

The creation and strengthening of social harmony is an essential condition for the sustainable develop-
ment of Kazakhstan.
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E.O. A6npaumos, T.C. Canpikos, M. llImMurenn

Ka3zakcranaa KoFraMabIK KeJiCIMHIH KaJbINTAacy Ke3eHaepi

Maxkana Toyenci3z KazakcTan ke3eHiHAETr1 KOFaMIBIK KEeNICIM/II KaJbIITACTHIPY MPOIECIH TaJayFa apHaIFaH.
ABTOpIap OYIJT MPOLECTIH TAPUXU TIKIpHOECiHe, eNIiH NIeyMETTIK-MoIeHH TMHAMHUKACHIHBIH HETi3ri Ke3eH-
JiepiHe JKoHe e3repyiHe Has3ap ayJapraH. Makajaja IIeTeNIiK )KoHe OTaHIbIK FaJbIMAApbIH eHOeKTepi Ka-
panrad. KoramabIK KemiciM OOMBIHIIA Ka3bUTFaH CHOCKTEP/Ii Tajmail OTHIPBIMN, aBTOpJap Kas3ipri Ka3aKCTaH-
JIBIK KOFaMHBIH aca MaHBI3Jb MOCENeNIepiH aHbIKTalabl, alJarbl yakbITTa KOFaM/bIK KelTiCiM/l HbIFAHTaThIH
JKOHE JaMBITAaThIH MEXaHU3MIEpAl YChIHFaH. MaKalaHBIH COHBIH/IA aBTOpJIap OYTiHri KoFamMasl THIMAI Oacka-
Py YUIH KOFaMIIBIK KENiCIMHIH TapUXU KOHTEKCIH JKOHE 3aMaHayH CYpaHBICTapAbl eCKepy KaeT JereH Ko-
PBITBIHIIBIFA KEJIe/i.

Kinm ce30ep: xoraMIpIK KemiciM, Ka3akcTaHmarsl KelliciM, YITapalblk KeNiciM, TYPaKTHl 1aMy, JJICyMETTIiK-
MOJICHH 1aMy, TYPaKTBUIBIK.

E.A. A6npaumos, T.C. Canpikos, M. llImurens

Jransl popMupoBaHus 001IeCTBEHHOI0 coriacus B Kazaxcrane

CraThsl TIOCBSIIIEHA aHAIN3Y Iporecca GopMHUPOBaHHS OOIIECTBEHHOTO COTJIACHS B IEPHOJ HE3aBUCHMOTO
Kaszaxctana. ABTOpbl 00palialoT BHUMaHNE HAa HCTOPUYECKHUIT OMBIT ITOTO MPOLecca, OCHOBHBIE ATAllbl U U3-
MEHEHHs COLIMOKYJIbTYPHON AMHAMHKU CTpaHbl. B paboTe paccMOTpeHbI TPy/Abl 3apyOS)KHBIX U OTEYESCTBEH-
HBIX yYEHBIX. AHAIH3UPYs TPYIbl, HAMKMCAHHBIE 10 OOLIECTBEHHOMY COTJIACHIO, aBTOPbI BBIIBIISIOT BaKHEH-
e mpoOJieMbl COBPEMEHHOTO Ka3aXCTaHCKOTO OOIIecTBa, MpeiiaraloT MEeXaHHW3Mbl, KOTOpBIE B JaJIbHEH-
meM OyIyT YKpeIIaTh M pa3BHBaTh OOIIECTBEHHOE corylacHe. B KOHIle cTaTbi aBTOPHI MPUXOJAT K BEIBOAY,
9T0 A1 3(P(EKTUBHOTO YIPABIEHHS COBPEMEHHBIM OOIIECTBOM HEOOXOJMMO YYHTHIBATh HCTOPHUYECCKHUI
KOHTEKCT OOIIECTBEHHOTO COTJIACHS M COBPEMEHHBIE 3aIIPOCH.

Knioueswvie crosa: obmecTBeHHOE coracue, corjlacue B Kasaxcrane, Me)KHaI[MOHAIBHOE COTJIACHE, YCTOHIN-
BOE Pa3BUTHE, COLMATBHO-KYIbTYPHOE Pa3BUTHE, CTAOUILHOCTb.
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