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Documents and literature of health protection funds as historical source 

The article is devoted to the study of documents and literature of the funds of state organizations of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan health care system as historical sources. The analysis of existing funds has been carried 
out for storage of health care historical sources. The author's approach to assessing the reliability of the under 
study historical source was developed and proposed, as well as the decision-making process about the possi-
bility of its use in the process of scientific research of the particular object history. Studying the history of the 
formation and development of the healthcare system in independent Kazakhstan is of great scientific and 
practical interest. The process of establishing health care in the Republic of Kazakhstan, the formation of 
medical personnel, the modernization of equipment and processes, as well as the updating of the material 
base, took place in peculiar political and socio-economic conditions, which have great features. Meanwhile, 
the history of this process in Kazakhstani historiography has been completely studied insufficiently; there is 
still no comprehensive study devoted to this problem. Of particular note is the lack of scientific papers on the 
history of the development of the medical education system, the formation of medical personnel, issues of fi-
nancing the health system and factors affecting the effectiveness of the reforms. The collection and analysis 
of data on the history of Kazakhstani medicine and the health care system helps to better understand and 
evaluate the positive experience of healthcare, to anticipate the main directions of its subsequent develop-
ment. The history of healthcare is part of the social history of society and at the moment, as previously noted, 
is the least studied by researchers. This is because the problems associated with the organization of health 
care are located in an interdisciplinary space at the intersection of history and medicine. Understanding the 
social history of the Republic of Kazakhstan is impossible without studying the history of healthcare. The 
level of health care depended and depends on the general socio-economic and political development of the 
country and its individual areas. For a long time, public administration and the development of the social and 
healthcare sectors have been merged into one state body. 
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Introduction 

Meaningfulness, value and authenticity of sources is not exposed to the doubt by a scientific association 
in research of historical aspects of forming and development of societies, states, organizational structures and 
other educations. Documents and literature of state organizations of the system of health protection come 
forward one of major historical sources in the process of research of history of development of the system of 
health protection of the state. 

Methodology and research methods 

The theoretical and methodological basis for writing the article was made up of the fundamental princi-
ples and methodological tools of scientific knowledge. The research methods were: structural method, sys-
tematic approach, generalization, analysis. 

Discussion 

It is necessary to understand «all complex of objects and documents of material culture under a histori-
cal source, that directly reflects one or another historical moment and imprinting certain events and facts, 
allowing to recreate an idea about one or another historical process» [1]. There are a few approaches to clas-
sification of historical sources. So, on classification of I.G. Droysen historical sources must be classified as 
follows: 

 customs, dispositions, organizations; 
 it is business correspondence, protocols, state documents(normatively legal acts, orders, decrees, etc.); 
 language or speech aspects; 
 traditions, customs, dispositions of society; 
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 monuments; 
 scientifically works, handicrafts, art, etc. [2]. 
Classification of the I.G. Droysen’s approach was one of the first and, in our view, is not wide enough 

for the scope of all aspects of cognition of historical processes. Modern scientist L.N. Pushkarev offers more 
wide approach to classification of historical sources. So, he distinguishes only three types of historical 
sources: 

 writing; 
 material; 
 ethnographic [3]. 
In turn L.N. Pushkarev subdivides writing historical sources into: documentary and narrative. It is nec-

essary to understand concreted documents under «documentary historical sources» (legal acts, orders, deci-
sions, etc.), that reflect facts and reality upon the concrete date or period of history. The narratives are opin-
ion of certain authors of one or another historical fact or process, comparing with documentary sources [3]. 

Writing sources come exactly forward basic historical sources within the framework in research of the 
health protection system of independent Kazakhstan. We will present scheme of this thesis (Fig. 1). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note. Following scheme is made by author. 

Figure 1 is the Key to historical sources in research of the process of forming  
and development of the health protection system of Kazakhstan Republic 

It is possible to consider sources with the high degree of authenticity, which allow to expose and ana-
lyze the historical features of forming and development of the health protection system at qualitatively high 
scientific level. It is necessary to mark that in the list of writing sources electronic databases, catalogues, the 
electronic versions of documentation are included. It is caused that electronic documents are legally equated 
with printed or printed to the ordinary carrier data (to the paper). The value and role of electronic circulation 
of documents increases with modernization of the system of state administration of Kazakhstan Republic and 
informatization of society. The traditional charts of circulation of documents are known as uneffective and 
out-of-date, giving up to a place the different informative systems with electronic circulation of documents. 

Writing narrative historical sources are on questions of forming and development of the health protec-
tion system in medical libraries or library funds of Kazakhstan Republic Ministry of health mainly, and also 
in regional medical organizations (policlinics, establishments, etc.) For today. 

So, for example, the Republican scientific-medical library of Kazakhstan Republic Ministry of health 
(further RSMLHM of KR) is opened from 1939. Today this library is confessed to be the largest depository 
of scientific literature on questions of health protection and medicine in a country. RSML of KR is a head 
scientific establishment, that carries out informatively-bibliographic and library service in the field of medi-
cal science and history of health protection in Kazakhstan. RSML of KR is also known as the organizational-
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ly-methodical and scientific center of regional medical libraries of Kazakhstan. A library fund consists of 
350 thousand units of scientific medical literature [4]. 

There are 67 branch libraries sanctified to the questions of medicine and health protection in Republic 
of Kazakhstan: 

 RSML — 1; 
 scientific centers and research institutes — 14; 
 medical higher educational establishments — 9; 
 medical colleges — 23; 
 medical organizations — 20 [4]. 
RSML became one of the first libraries, that began to provide data not only in the printed version but 

also in electronic. 
From our point of view, narrative historical sources can be used as an additional information generator 

about one or another historical period of development of the health protection system. Electronic databases 
are most comfortable for a search and work with legal documents. So, it is possible to distinguish most popu-
lar internet resources: 

 the informatively-legal system of normative legal acts of Kazakhstan Republic «Adilet» 
(http://adilet.zan.kz). Contains 243 408 operating and anniented legal documents on Kazakh, Russian and 
English languages, and also system of search on a database and possibility of the free use. This system works 
at support of Kazakhstan Republic Ministry of justice and contains all legal documentation of sphere of the 
system health protections; 

 the Informative system «Paragraph» (https://online.zakon.kz). It contains the standards of documents 
for filling, reviews, scientific comments of updating of legal acts on the Kazakh, Russian and English lan-
guages besides operating legal documents. There is the on-line system of search on a database. Only limit 
informative resources are accessible in a free version. A database belongs to Ltd «Info&Service»; 

 On-line resources of the health protection system of Kazakhstan Republic state organizations. 
For example, unofficial web-site of health protections Ministries of Kazakhstan Republic 
(http://dsm.gov.kz). A level and plenitude of filling documents are different. The web-site of central vehicle 
is most complete, in our view. So, on this resource not only normative legal acts the projects of legal acts are 
published, but also official lectures and accounting on the state and rates of development of the Kazakhstan 
health protection system. 

The authenticity of information generators becomes the major criterion of selection and use in the pro-
cess of historical research realization. A.O. Chubaryan suggests understanding «property of historical infor-
mation / historical source as «historical authenticity», which characterizes the degree of their accordance of 
historical reality» [5; 98]. 

Conclusion 

These or other historical aspects of the formation and development of healthcare in independent Ka-
zakhstan are reflected in the dissertations and scientific works of Kazakhstani scientists. So, G.S. Doskeeva, 
in her dissertation «Financing the health care sector of Kazakhstan in a competitive environment: theory, 
methodology and practice» for the degree of Doctor of Economics (2010), reveals some historical aspects on 
health financing. Also, Kalazhanov M. B. when writing a dissertation on the topic «Formation, provision and 
assessment of the quality of medical care as the basis of public health management» for the degree of Doctor 
of Medical Sciences, raises some historical issues on the quality of medical care to the population. 

Without reflecting the problematic periods of the development of the health care system, historical full-
ness and objectivity in the study of the developmental period will not be achieved, which will significantly 
reduce the scientific and historical significance of the work. The very fact of creating barriers to access to 
negative information on the part of government officials is a sign of incorrect alignment of the public service 
system. Errors must be analyzed to reduce the risk of their recurrence in the future. 

Thus, in this article, as a historical source, documents and literature of health funds are reviewed. The 
problems of searching and using historical sources are highlighted, and an approach to assessing the reliabil-
ity of documents and literature of the health funds of the Republic of Kazakhstan has been developed and 
proposed. This approach is universal and can be used in the process of researching historical processes in 
various areas of society and the state. 
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Recommendations 

The methodology of estimation of level of authenticity of historical sources was not found by us in a 
scientific environment. Continuously, the problem of choice of one or another source stands before every 
researcher. We suggest ranging sources in accordance with an order presented in a Table 1. 

T a b l e  1  

Ranging of historical information generators on the level of authenticity (1 is a high level of authenticity) 

Levels of 
confidence 

Types of historical documents Explanations 

1 level 
Normative legal acts, management 
and financial statements on the per-
formed works in this or that sphere 

These historical sources are not subject to double 
interpretation. They clearly reflect the reality for a 
specific historical period of time 

2 level 

Research works (dissertations, sci-
entific articles), statistical reports, 
results of sociological surveys, offi-
cial reports, etc. 

The results of scientific works are considered and 
studied by experts for scientific novelty, practical 
significance. At the same time, errors and incorrect 
conclusions on certain historical events are possi-
ble. Statistical reports can be distorted as intended 
to improve the performance of a sector, or uninten-
tionally during technical failures 

3 level Textbooks, manuals, monographs 
In these sources, the author's opinion is more inde-
pendent and, in this regard, the risks of misinterpre-
tation of a historical event or process increase 

4 level 
Media publications, feature stories, 
essays, autobiographies and others 

The author has complete freedom to express his 
position without the need to strengthen his position 
by facts, to cite references to statements, etc. 

Note. Compiled by the author. 
 
The developed scheme for determining the reliability of historical sources can be used not only in the 

study of the development of the health care system, but also in the process of historical study of other 
spheres of Kazakhstan society. 

Along with this, clear approaches to the definition and classification of information sources are needed. 
So, for example, the following definition is proposed for one of the sources: «a scientific article is a complete 
and logically integral work written within the framework of a specific scientific paradigm and highlighting 
issues that are part of the range of problems associated with the research topic.» Scientific articles may vary 
in form depending on whether they belong to the field of technical or humanities. The classification of scien-
tific articles by the nature of the material presented is proposed: 

 a short message containing a brief (synoptic) statement of the results of research work or their stages; 
 an original article, which is a detailed statement of the main results and conclusions obtained in the 

course of research and development work; 
 a review article, which summarizes the achievements in a particular area, fixes the existing state or 

outlines the prospects for future development; 
 a discussion article that contains controversial scientific provisions with the aim of discussing them in 

print. 
In some cases, we suggest classifying scientific ones by the nature of the tasks to be solved: 
 scientific and theoretical, which contain reasoning, theoretical justification, calculated data or experi-

mental results; 
 scientific and practical, which are devoted to scientific experiments and real experience; 
 scientific and methodological, which are dedicated to the review of processes, methods, tools, allow-

ing to achieve scientific or applied problems; 
 overview, where general information is given on any subject, event, analysis is carried out, attention 

is drawn to the problem. 
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Work on the formulation of definitions and classification of information sources is an important area for 
improving the system of scientific knowledge, not only in terms of studying the history of the healthcare sys-
tem, but also in other areas of science. 

Despite the apparent transparency and availability of historical sources of information on the develop-
ment of the health care system, there are a number of problems in accessing a certain category of data. For 
example, if a public health system organization willingly provides information on successes in implementing 
development projects, then failures and disastrous projects are hidden. The negative results of the develop-
ment of the health care system are not published on official Internet resources and access to them is compli-
cated by the creation of various types of barriers. This forms a false notion about the exceptionally successful 
development of the health care system, the absence of mistakes and failures in the implementation of certain 
projects. Existing historical sources that negatively characterize the results for various reforms or projects of 
the health care system, as a rule, have a low level of scientific credibility — the publication in the media, 
analytical reports of economists on failed reforms and projects. 

A number of studies can be distinguished, characterized by objectivity and a high level of scientific cer-
tainty. So, in the scientific literature, separate articles were devoted to the health history of independent Ka-
zakhstan, the authors of which were K. Zhakupova («History of medicine of Kazakhstan according 
to archival documents (1920–1930)»), K.O. Shayakhmetova, K.Sh. Syzdykova, G.B. Rakhimzhanova 
(«Problems of the development of health care in Kazakhstan at the present stage»), G.S. Narmatova («On the 
structure of the Kazakhstan health care system»), S.E. Orynbasarova («Current state and main directions of 
healthcare system reforms in Kazakhstan») and others. 

There are scientific studies that have been devoted to the history of healthcare in a particular region or 
region of the Republic of Kazakhstan. So, for example, S. Kh. Dushmanov in his dissertation «The History 
of Health Care in Western Kazakhstan» for the degree of Doctor of Medical Sciences (1992), studied materi-
als of a historical, literary, historical and bibliographic nature, official documents, works on the general his-
tory of the country and republics, according to the history of science and culture of society, data from ar-
chaeological and paleontological studies, comparative linguistics, Kazakh folklore, reviews, letters, notes, 
memoirs and testimonies of medical and other workers, Periodically printing. 
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Қ.Т. Байжиенова 

Денсаулық сақтау қорларының құжаттары мен  
əдебиеттері тарихи дереккөз ретінде 

Мақала Қазақстан Республикасының денсаулық сақтау жүйесі саласындағы мемлекеттік ұйымдар 
қорындағы құжаттар мен əдебиеттерді тарихи дереккөз ретінде зерттеуге арналған. Денсаулық сақтау 
саласында қолданыстағы тарихи дереккөздерді сақтау қорларының талдауы жасалған. Зерттелетін 
тарихи дереккөздің шынайылығын бағалауға авторлық көзқарас, сондай-ақ, оны ғылыми зерттеу 
барысында пайдалану мүмкіндігі туралы шешім қабылдау процесі əзірленді жəне ұсынылды. 
Сонымен қатар, денсаулық сақтау кез келген қоғамның, оның ішінде қазақстандық қоғам өміріндегі 
ең маңызды сала болып табылады. Тəуелсіз Қазақстан елінің денсаулық сақтау саласының қалыптасу 
əрі даму тарихын зерттеу маңыздылығы — жаңа мемлекеттің əлем картасында пайда болу сəтінен 
бастап осы уақытқа дейін халыққа медициналық көмек көрсетуді жоғарғы деңгейде ұйымдастыру əрі 
реформалау жолдары жалғасып келеді. Қазақстан медицинасы мен денсаулық сақтау жүйесін зерттеу 
денсаулық сақтау саласындағы оң тəжірибелерді анықтап бағалауға əрі оның болашақ дамуының 
негізгі бағыттарын болжауға мүмкіндік береді. Денсаулық сақтау саласының тарихы қоғамның 
əлеуметтік тарихының ажырамас бөлігі болып саналады əрі, жоғарыда көрсетілгендей, зерттеушілер 



K.T. Baizhiyenova 

56 Вестник Карагандинского университета 

тарапынан аз қамтылған, себебі денсаулық сақтау саласында ұйымдастыру үрдісі пəнаралық зерттеу 
кеңістігінде, яғни тарих жəне медицина ғылымдарының тоғысу тетігінде орналасқан. Қазақстан 
Республикасының əлеуметтік тарихын денсаулық сақтау тарихын зерттеусіз түсіну мүмкін емес. 
Сондай-ақ, денсаулық сақтау саласының деңгейі еліміздің жалпы əлеуметтік-экономикалық һəм саяси 
дамуы мен оның жеке салаларына тəуелді жəне тəуелді бола бермек. Ұзақ уақыт бойы мемлекеттік 
басқару, əлеуметтік жəне денсаулық сақтау салаларын дамыту бір мемлекеттік органда біріктірілген. 

Кілт сөздер: тарихи дереккөз, тарихи құжаттар, денсаулық сақтау ұйымдарының дерекқорлары, 
денсаулық сақтау тарихы, мəліметтер жинау, ғылыми базаны қалыптастыру, Қазақстан 
Республикасының денсаулық сақтау жүйесі. 

Қ.Т. Байжиенова 

Документы и материалы фондов здравоохранения  
как исторический источник 

Статья посвящена изучению документов и материалов Фондов государственных организаций системы 
здравоохранения Республики Казахстан как исторических источников. Разработан и предложен ав-
торский подход к оценке достоверности исследуемого исторического источника, а также процесс 
принятия решения о возможности его использования в процессе научного исследования. Изучение ис-
тории формирования и развития системы здравоохранения в независимом Казахстане представляет 
большой научный и практический интерес. Процесс становления здравоохранения в Республике Ка-
захстан, формирование медицинских кадров, модернизация оборудования и процессов, а также об-
новление материальной базы происходили в своеобразных политических и социально-экономических 
условиях, имеют большие особенности. Между тем история этого процесса в казахстанской историо-
графии изучена совершенно недостаточно, до сих пор нет комплексного исследования, посвященного 
данной проблеме. Особо следует отметить отсутствие научных трудов по истории развития системы 
медицинского образования, формирования кадров медицинских работников, вопросов финансирова-
ния системы здравоохранения и факторов, влияющих на эффективность проведенных реформ. Сбор и 
анализ данных по истории казахстанской медицины и системы здравоохранения помогают лучше по-
нять и оценить положительный опыт здравоохранения, предвидеть основные направления его после-
дующего развития. История здравоохранения является частью социальной истории общества и на 
данный момент, как было ранее отмечено, наименее изучена исследователями. Это объясняется тем, 
что проблематика, связанная с организацией здравоохранения, находится в междисциплинарном про-
странстве на стыке истории и медицины. Понимание социальной истории Республики Казахстан не-
возможно без изучения истории здравоохранения. Уровень здравоохранения связан и зависит от об-
щего социально-экономического и политического развития страны и его отдельных областей. Дли-
тельное время государственное управление и развитие социальной сферы и сферы здравоохранения 
были объединены в одном государственном органе. 

Ключевые слова: исторический источник, исторические документы, фонды организаций здравоохра-
нения, история здравоохранения, сбор данных, формирование научной базы, здравоохранение Рес-
публики Казахстан. 
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